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by Gina Bernard
Dear Village Families,

We are very excited to have your child at The Village!  We have 
had a very smooth start to our school year.

Getting students in and out of the building is a very serious 
business at our school.  Student safety is our priority and we have a 
few items we want to mention to help us with safety:

•	 For	parents	who	park	near	JCTC	and	Central	Office	parking	
lots and walk their children in, please keep your child close to 
your side and hold their hand.  We encourage you to use the 
crosswalk in the car lane where the teacher is stationed.

• Our front doors open at 7:30 but we ask parents to wait in the 
cafeteria until 7:40 before walking to the classrooms.  

• We ask that you keep one main mode of transportation for 
your child.  This is a safety precaution to help us make sure 
your child is safe each day.  Students can easily confuse days 
of the weeks and where they are supposed to go, so the more 
consistent things are, the better!

• Please remember that anytime you come to school you need 
to	bring	your	identification	with	you.		As	the	year	goes	by	
we	will	begin	to	recognize	faces	but	we	do	have	different	
people	who	work	at	the	office	desk	and	they	may	not	know	
you or who your child is.  We always go on the side of being 
cautious!

Kindergarten parents, we hope you will join us for Parent 
Orientation	on	the	evening	of	Sept.	1.		At	Parent	Orientation	you	
will have the opportunity to learn more about what your child will 
be learning this year, how your child’s learning will be assessed, 
and also review transportation procedures, attendance policies, 
and teaching practices.  We look forward to seeing everyone that 
evening.

We believe you are the #1 member of your child’s educational 
team.		The	JELV	staff	welcomes	you	and	will	provide	many	
opportunities for you to be involved throughout the school year.  We 
value you and want you to be a part of our team!

We	are	off	to	a	great	start!!!

 9/5 No School - Labor Day

NEWS FROM THE NURSE  
by Connie Bandy, RN

 
Greetings	and	welcome	to	the	Health	Office	at	JELV.		I	am	

starting my 7th year as the nurse at JELV and am looking forward 
to	another	great	year.		My	name	is	Connie	Bandy.		I	have	lived	
in	Jessamine	County	my	entire	life.		I	have	2	grown	children	and	
one	grandson.			I	have	been	a	Registered	Nurse	for	32	years	and	
have	worked	as	a	staff	nurse	at	St.	Joseph	Hospital;	in	the	Health	
Department;	and	at	St.	Joseph	Hospital	and	UK	in	the	Endoscopy	
Departments which are Gastrointestinal/Digestive Diseases, and 
Pulmonary clinics.  The Endoscopy Department sees children as 
well	as	adult	patients.		I	feel	my	experience	has	prepared	me	well	
for	my	role	here	at	JELV	and	I	am	looking	forward	to	working	
with you and your child.
Please	review	your	Kindergarten	Parent	Handbook,	page	2;	or	

the Preschool Parent Handbook under the Health and Medication 
section for information about health related issues including 
medication administration at school. Children must be fever free 
(under	100	degrees)	for	24	HOURS	WITHOUT	MEDICATION	
before returning to school.   Please do not send any kind of 
medicine	(including	cough	drops)	to	school	with	your	child.		In	
order for your child to receive any type of medication at school 
there is a form that must be completed by a parent/guardian as well 
as	the	physician.		This	includes	over	the	counter	medications.		If	
you know you will be taking your child to the doctor and there is 
a chance medication will be prescribed that will need to be given 
at	school	please	stop	by	the	Health	Office	to	pick	up	the	form,	or	
call	and	I	can	send	it	home	in	your	child’s	backpack.		My	number	
is	the	same	as	the	school-just	ask	for	me,	or	the	Health	Office	at	
887-5358.



Emmi  D. Marcum, M.A.  CCC/SLP 
Speech Language Pathologist

We have been talking to your kids about how to listen with their 
whole body.  

When you are listening this is how your body looks:
Eyes: should be looking at the teacher
Ears: should be listening 
Mouth: should be closed and quiet (catch a bubble)
Hands: should be still in your lap or by your side
Brain: should be thinking about what the teacher has said
 
You can practice these listening techniques at home by telling 

your child “show me that you are ready to listen” before giving 
any directions or reading a story. Follow up any listening activity 
with questions to make sure your child was able to comprehend the 
message.

by Joe Brannen and Heather Kidd
JELV Guidance Counselors

by Debbie Cumbie and Misty Jordan, FRC Team

Dear Parents, 
The	Guidance	&	Counseling	Office	at	Jessamine	Early	

Learning	Village	welcomes	you	to	the	2016-2017	school	
year!	Another	exciting	adventure	is	ahead	of	us.		We	
are thrilled to be in a position to help your child begin 
their educational journey as successfully as possible.  
The focus of the Village’s Guidance and counseling 
program is prevention.  We seek to foster positive social 
and emotional development of all our Preschool and 

Kindergarten students.  
Did you know?

The early elementary years are an extremely formative time for 
children.  Students begin to develop their academic self-concept and 
their	feelings	of	competence	and	confidence	as	learners.		Our	hope	
is that your children will build positive problem solving abilities, 
communication skills, life skills, character values, and attitudes 
toward themselves, friends, and family.
Second Step Curriculum

JELV supports social and emotional learning by providing 
regular social skills instruction to all Kindergarten students through 
the Second Step Curriculum.  During Kindergarten classroom 
guidance time, the children practice new skills through role playing, 
games, and activities led by one of the Guidance Counselors.  These 
skills	are	then	reinforced	in	the	classroom	by	instructional	staff	
and we also encourage parents to reinforce at home and ask your 
student what they learned in Guidance! 
Additional Guidance Services

The	Guidance	and	Counseling	office	provides	small	group	
counseling, short-term individual counseling, and crisis 
intervention, mental health service referrals, and consultation for 
parents and teachers.  Be sure to follow this section in the Village 
Voice each month for informative tips that will help you reinforce 
the social skills your child is learning in the classroom! Please 
feel free to contact one of our Guidance Counselors, Heather 
Kidd or Joe Brannen, at 887-5358 if you are in need of services or 
additional information.  We are thrilled to have your child at the 
Village this year! 

Change of Clothing
Please supply your child with a spare set of clothing just in case 

they	need	to	change.		Include	1	pair	of	socks,	1	pair	of	underwear,	1	
pair of pants/shorts, and 1 shirt.  The clothing will stay in the child’s 
classroom.

Would you like to Volunteer?
Volunteers	are	needed	at	the	Village	in	many	different	areas	

including	classroom	support,	assisting	children	in	the	cafeteria,	filing	
books	in	the	Library,	picture	days	and	more.		If	you	are	interested	in	
volunteering	please	call	the	FRC	for	more	information.

JELV on Facebook
Did you know that the Jessamine Early Learning Village has 

a Facebook page?  We are now close to 1,300 followers and still 
growing.  Come by and check us out.  

FRC Advisory Council Meetings
The	FRC	Advisory	Council	meets	several	times	during	the	school	

year and is open to the public.  The meetings begin at 3 PM in the 
Family	Resource	Center.		Please	give	us	a	call	if	you	have	any	
questions or want to verify that a meeting date and time has not been 
changed.		The	first	meeting	will	be	Tuesday,	September	13th.

JELV Fall Family Hoedown
Thursday, October 6th
5 PM to 7 PM

Watch your child’s folder for 
more information.

OT Tip of the Month
Julie Wells, MS, OTR/L, Occupational Therapist

Backpack Safety Awareness
			National	School	Backpack	Awareness	Day	is	Wednesday,	Sep-
tember	21,	2016,	and	occupational	therapy	practitioners	across	the	
United	States	are	gearing	up	to	help	students	“Pack	It	Light,	Wear	
It	Right!”		With	the	start	of	a	new	school	year,	it	is	good	to	look	at	
how our children are wearing their backpacks.  Carrying too much 
weight in a backpack or wearing a pack incorrectly can cause long-
term back problems unless parents take steps to ensure that their 
children wear packs correctly.

• Choose a pack with a waist belt to be fastened for extra support 
and to help transfer the weight from the shoulders to the body’s 
trunk and hips. 

•	 Always	wear	BOTH	shoulder	straps	to	distribute	weight	evenly. 

•	 Never	allow	a	child	to	carry	a	pack	with	more	than	15%	of	his	
or her body weight.
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JELV Breakfast Menu 
September 2016

Meal Cost:  Lunch  $ 1.65   Reduced Price Lunch $ .40  
 Breakfast  $ 1.00   Breakfast  $ .30
 Extra Milk $ .50    Adult Meal Price - Breakfast $1.70, Lunch $ 3.00
Note: Menus are subject to change without notice.
   

Breakfast Pizza Sausage/Biscuit Strawberry Poptarts

WG Dutch Waffle Sausage/Biscuit Yogurt/WG Elf Grahams Pillsbury Mini BagelsMaple Cinnamon Pancakes

Breakfast Pizza WG Mini Powdered Donuts Sausage Biscuit Yogurt/Bug Bites Strawberry Poptarts

Pillsbury Mini Bagel

WG Mini Powdered Donuts

No School!

+ Breakfast Plus + 
(The following breakfast menu items are served daily in addition to the breakfast item 
listed for each day.)

Cereal & Toast
Fresh Fruit or Assorted Juices

Choice of Milk

WG Dutch Waffle WG Mini Powdered Donuts

Breakfast Pizza

The whole purpose of 
education is to turn 
mirrors into windows.

 ~ Sydney J. Harris

Sausage/Biscuit WG Dutch Waffle WG Mini Powdered Donuts
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JELV Lunch Menu 
September 2016

Meal Cost: Lunch  $1.65 Reduced Price Lunch $ .40
 Breakfast   1.00  Breakfast  .30
 Extra Milk  .50  Adult Meal Price 3.00
Daily additional vegetable choice: Vegetable Juice (Fruitable Plus)         Menus are subject to change without notice.

Nachos/Meat Sauce/Cheese
Sweet Potato Tots
Diced Peaches
Fruit Swirl Cup

Sub Sandwich/ Trimmings
RF/Doritos
Carrots/Celery
Vegetarian Beans
Diced Pears
Fruit Slush Cup

Giorgio Pizza
Steamed Corn
Cantaloupe
Apple Juice

 

Chili/Toasted Cheese Sandwich
Celery/ Carrots
Diced Peaches
Apple Juice

Chicken Pattie /WG Bun
Steamed Green Beans
Pineapple Tidbits
Fruit Juice Swirl Cup

Hamburger w/ Trimmings
Seasoned Potato Wedges
Vegetarian Beans
Mandarin Oranges
Apple Juice

Pizza
Steamed Corn
Applesauce
Orange Juice

Chicken Nuggets
Whole grain Roll
Whipped Potatoes
Apple
Fruit Slush Cup

BBQ Rib Sandwich
Tater Tots
Apple
Orange Juice
WG Chocolate Chip Cookie   
     
     

   
W/G Bosco Stick w/ sauce
Green Beans
Diced Pears
Fruit Swirl Cup

Popcorn Chicken/ WG Roll
Whipped Potatoes
Vegetarian Beans
Pineapple Tidbits
Apple Juice

Fish Sticks
Macaroni and Cheese
Seasoned Greens
Mixed Fruit
Strawberry Kiwi Slushie

Giorgio Pizza
Tossed Salad
Apple
Orange Juice
Pudding/Topping

Pizza Crunchers
Tater Tots
Tropical Fruit
Apple Juice

Popcorn Chicken/WG Roll
Whipped Potatoes
Collard Greens
Chilled Mixed Fruit
Apple Juice

Spaghetti / Meat Sauce/ Garlic
Toast
Steamed Green Beans
Applesauce
Orange Juice

Chicken Nugget w/ WG Roll
Whipped Potatoes
Diced Peaches
Apple Juice

No School!

Hamburger/WG Bun
Trimmings
Vegetarian Beans
Potato Wedges
Orange
Apple Juice

Pizza
Steamed Broccoli
Tossed Salad
Diced Pears
Strawberry Kiwi Slushie

The whole purpose of 
education is to turn 
mirrors into windows.

 ~ Sydney J. Harris

Hamburger/WG Bun
Trimmings
Vegetarian Beans
Potato Wedges
Orange
Apple Juice

Pizza
Steamed Broccoli
Tossed Salad
Diced Pears
Strawberry Kiwi Slushie



by Kathy T. Fields

The	2016-17	school	year	is	underway	and	I	would	like	to	
welcome back all of our returning families and also extend 
a warm welcome to those of you who are new to Jessamine 
Schools.  We have much to be proud of in our district and 
we’re	excited	to	kick	off	another	fantastic	school	year!	

On	August	8,	at	our	Opening	Day	district-wide	meeting,	
our employees gathered to celebrate the beginning of a new 
school	year	and	to	learn	more	about	how	we	can	all	find	
the superhero within ourselves, our co-workers and, most 
importantly,	our	students.		It	was	an	incredibly	moving	and	
inspirational experience to see our entire team together in 
one room, with one focus—supporting students and their 
success.		In	a	presentation	from	Sweethearts	and	Heroes,	
an organization dedicated to ending bullying through 
fostering compassionate and tolerant learning environments, 
we learned about how district employees, no matter their 
position,	have	a	role	in	this	effort.		Secretary,	teacher,	
custodian, bus driver—whatever our title---we all have the 
opportunity	to	connect	with	and	make	a	difference	in	the	
lives of our students.  

The start of a new school year brings excitement and the 
opportunity	to	begin	again.		It’s	also	a	great	time	to	re-
evaluate family routines and set guidelines to help support 
your child’s success.  We ask for your help in laying this 
foundation by setting clear expectations regarding your 
child’s behavior, attendance and academic performance.  
Setting	homework	and	bedtime	schedules	and	fine-tuning	
your family’s morning routine by planning the night before 
(packing	lunch,	getting	clothes	ready	and	backpacks	filled)	
will help your child begin the day on a positive note, 

reducing stress 
that might 
carry over into 
the classroom.  
Students who get 
a good night’s 
rest and eat breakfast focus better in class, perform better, 
and are more likely to maintain a healthy weight.  Lastly, 
please take care not to over-schedule your child.  Just as 
adults need time to unwind after work, kids need time 
to	play	every	day	after	school,	especially	during	the	first	
few weeks as they transition from a more relaxed summer 
schedule.  

The	new	year	is	also	a	time	for	reflection	on	what	we	
are doing well and how we can improve.  Our Strategic 
Visioning process has provided a roadmap of where our 
community would like for us to travel together as we work 
to continually improve our students’ educational experience.   
Families are an integral partner and we encourage you to 
become involved in the activities of your child’s school this 
year.   

Our culture, where not only adults support our youth, 
but also where kids support other kids, combined with a 
student-centered focus and a district-wide emphasis on life-
readiness, will help to ensure that every Jessamine learner 
is prepared for today’s academic success, and tomorrow’s 
challenges.		We	are	blessed	with	outstanding	support	staff,	
teachers and great leaders to accomplish our goals and to 
live the district motto and become, “Great by Choice”.  

Happy	New	Year!		

J SC
JESSAMINE COUNTY SCHOOLS

Great by Choice!


